
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

           
 

 

     

   Discipleship Update 
                                   August, 2020 

Our New Prague Area Catholic                     

Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

The rosary is a beautiful prayer to Mary, from the 

Annunciation to the Coronation, but it is certainly 

also about Jesus. The three traditional sets of 

mysteries left a great gap, however, jumping from 

Jesus as a child in the temple to the agony in the 

garden. In 2002, St. John Paul II gave us a great 

gift in the luminous mysteries that take us through 

Jesus’ time on earth from his baptism to the 

institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper. 

Recently, it occurred to me just how much the 

luminous mysteries point us to Jesus, with signs 

that tell us, this is no ordinary man. 

The dove descends upon Jesus at his baptism and 

the voice of the Father proclaims, “This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  

At Cana, Mary points the servants to Jesus and 

says, “Do what he tells you.” Jesus performs his 

first public miracle and the disciples begin to 

believe in him.  

At the Transfiguration, we hear the Father’s voice 

again and reflect on Jesus’ full glory, as brilliant as 

the sun. “Listen to him,” the Father tells us. 

In essence, the rosary as we usually pray it is the 

Gospel story, from the conception and birth of 

Jesus to his glorious resurrection. As such, it’s a 

wonderful prayer for a disciple.  

You might be interested in learning about the 

history of the rosary and how it has evolved. There 

are different forms of the rosary in use even today. 

For example the Franciscan Crown rosary has 

seven joyful mysteries of Mary. There are also 

scriptural rosaries and the Servite Sorrows of Mary. 

No matter how we pray it, the rosary leads us to 

Jesus, through Mary, since her life was intimately 

and inseparably bound with his.  

https://dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/history-of-the-

rosary       

     Holy Mary, pray for us…    MH                                                 

              

 

During pregnancy, as much as 10 per cent of the 

free-floating DNA in the mother’s bloodstream 

comes from the fetus, and while these numbers 

drop precipitously after birth, some cells 

remain.”  

https://aeon.co/essays/microchimerism-how-

pregnancy-changes-the-mothers-very-dna 

Think about what this might mean. It gives us 

one more reason to ponder Mary’s special role as 

Jesus’ mother. Because his conception was out of 

the realm of the ordinary, we don’t know if a cell 

exchange holds true for Mary and Jesus in utero. 

However, this research tells us of a very close 

bond, on a molecular level, between mother and 

child. Just that fact that Jesus began his earthly 

life in Mary’s womb makes her special among all 

women.  

As Catholics, we celebrate the doctrine of the 

Assumption of Mary, which commemorates the 

belief that when Mary died, her body was 

"assumed" into heaven to be reunited with her 

soul, instead of going through the natural 

process of physical decay upon death. This feast 

is celebrated on August 15. 

 

 

Blessed is the 
fruit of your 
womb, Jesus 

pixabay
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Hail Mary, 
full of grace 

Here is something 

fascinating. “Within 

weeks of conception, 

cells from both mother 

and fetus travel back 

and forth across the 

placenta, resulting in 

one becoming a part of 

the other. 

The other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/history-of-the-rosary
https://dynamiccatholic.com/rosary/history-of-the-rosary
https://aeon.co/essays/microchimerism-how-pregnancy-changes-the-mothers-very-dna
https://aeon.co/essays/microchimerism-how-pregnancy-changes-the-mothers-very-dna

